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Corynebacterium

Corynebacterium is a genus of bacteria that are Gram-positive and aerobic. They are bacilli, and in
some phases of life they are, more particularly, club-shaped, which inspired the genus name.

Case report

A 36-year-old immunocompetent woman with a posterior fossa arteriovenous malformation (PF-AVM)
and hydrocephalus presented with low fever and mental confusion 4 days after ventriculoperitoneal
shunting (VPS).

Methods: Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) and ventricular catheter tip cultures isolated Corynebacterium sp.
Similar to previous cases in the literature, species determination was not possible. However, the
antibiotic sensitivity profile of this isolate suggested Corynebacterium jeikeium. Conversion to
external ventricular drainage (EVD) was done and intravenous vancomycin was administered for 21
days.

Results and conclusions: The patient showed progressive improvement. Since the first CSF shunt
infection caused by Corynebacterium sp., 16 other cases in the literatures have been reported.
Additionally, this study reports the difficulties in recognizing CSF shunt infection caused by this agent
and the possible clinical or laboratory patterns as observed in the literature 1).
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