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The study of differences in gene-expression patterns is one of the most promising approaches for
understanding mechanisms of differentiation and development. In addition, the identification of
disease-related target molecules opens new avenues for rational pharmaceutical intervention. Recent
technical advances and improvements are accelerating the analysis of gene-expression profiles at the
transcript level. The knowledge and comprehension of currently applied methods is one of the central
criteria for an efficient and successful gene-screening approach *.
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