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Findings in animal studies, which are currently being tested for confirmation in humans, have found
that naturally occurring variants of a novel “collateral gene”, Rabep2, result in large differences in the
extent of anatomic collaterals and thus blood flow and infarct size in mice after stroke. The
comprehension of collagerogenesis in humans and the evaluation of collateral status could aid in
identifying patients who will benefit not only from mechanical thrombectomy in the extended time
window, but also from any reperfusion strategy.

Piedade et al. performed a literature review focused on radiographic, clinical and genetic aspects of
the collateral circulation 1).
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