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Among pituitary disorders having a mass effect on the pituitary gland, nonfunctioning pituitary
macroadenoma and lymphocytic hypophysitis are difficult to differentiate without histological
examination.

Based on a large series of histologically confirmed cases, serum PRL > 2000 mU/l is almost never
encountered in nonfunctioning pituitary macroadenomas. Values above this limit in the presence of a
macroadenoma should not be surrounded by diagnostic uncertainty (after acromegaly or Cushing's
disease have been excluded); a prolactinoma is the most likely diagnosis 1).
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