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Clinical study design

There is inadequate neurosurgical literature discussing appropriate clinical study design.

Louie et al. explored considerations for 2 fundamental study designs of epidemiology: experimental
and observational cohort studies, through examples of theoretical yet realistic neurosurgical research
questions. By examining 2 common neurosurgical procedures-namely, subdural drains for evacuation
of chronic subdural hematoma, and the utility of navigation for placing external ventricular drains-we
characterize the framework of cohort study models for clinical research applications 1).
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