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The AO Technical Commission had already started evaluating implants for closure of cranial flaps
following craniectomies in the 1990s. Furthermore, neurosurgeons had already been making
substantial contributions to the activities of AOSpine since the beginning of this clinical division.

The restructuring of the AOTK System into three pillars of which CMF was one, had provided the
ground for further exploration in this area. And in 2006, AOTK System (CMF) decided to create a
dedicated Working Group that consisted of neurosurgical specialists only.

The members of this Neurosurgery Working Group (NEWG) included Christian Matula (Vienna,
Austria); Geoffrey Manley (San Francisco, CA) and Stephen Lewis (Gainesville, FL), who immediately
committed to the AO Foundation and its philosophies regarding surgeon-guided technology
development with industrial partners.
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