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In two syndromic autism families, Ghasemi et al. discovered variants in two muscular dystrophy
genes, DMD and CHKB. Given that DMD and CHKB are recognized for their participation in the non-
cognitive manifestations of muscular dystrophy, it indicates that some genes transcend the boundary
of apparently unrelated clinical categories, thereby establishing a novel connection between ASD and
muscular dystrophy. The findings also shed light on the complex inheritance patterns observed in
Iranian consanguineous simplex families and emphasize the connection between autism spectrum
disorder and muscular dystrophy. This underscores a likely genetic convergence between
neurodevelopmental and neuromuscular disorders 1).
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