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Cerebrovascular Reactivity Mapping

Cerebrovascular Reactivity Mapping (CVR Mapping) refers to a neuroimaging technique used to
evaluate the brain's ability to regulate blood flow in response to changes in carbon dioxide (CO₂) or
other vasoactive stimuli. CVR is a critical parameter for understanding cerebrovascular health,
especially in the context of conditions that impair cerebral blood flow regulation, such as stroke,
traumatic brain injury, and neurodegenerative diseases.

—

### Key Concepts

1. Cerebrovascular Reactivity (CVR):

CVR is the capacity of blood vessels in the brain to dilate or constrict in response to stimuli,1.
ensuring adequate oxygen and nutrient supply despite fluctuations in systemic conditions.
It is typically expressed as the percentage change in cerebral blood flow (CBF) per unit change2.
in CO₂.

2. Stimuli Used in CVR Mapping:

Hypercapnia: Induced by CO₂ inhalation or breath-holding.1.
Hypocapnia: Achieved through hyperventilation.2.
Pharmacological Agents: Such as acetazolamide.3.

3. Imaging Modalities:

MRI (BOLD fMRI): Blood Oxygen Level Dependent signal changes are used to assess vascular1.
reactivity.
Transcranial Doppler (TCD): Measures blood flow velocity in major cerebral arteries.2.
Positron Emission Tomography (PET): Provides detailed metabolic data.3.
Computed Tomography (CT): Dynamic perfusion CT can map reactivity but involves radiation4.
exposure.

—

### Clinical and Research Applications

1. Stroke Risk Assessment:

CVR mapping can identify regions at risk of ischemia, particularly in patients with stenosis or1.
occlusion of major cerebral arteries.

2. Pre-surgical Planning:

Helps in evaluating vascular reserve in patients undergoing procedures like revascularization or1.
tumor resection.

3. Evaluation of Neurodegenerative Disorders:

Provides insights into vascular contributions to dementia and other cognitive impairments.1.
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4. Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI):

Assesses the impact of injury on cerebrovascular regulation.1.

5. Migraine Studies:

Investigates vascular dynamics during migraine attacks.1.

—

### Procedure

1. Patient Preparation:

Ensure the patient avoids caffeine, nicotine, and vasoactive medications before the test.1.
Patient cooperation is critical, particularly in breath-holding or hyperventilation tests.2.

2. Data Acquisition:

CO₂ levels are manipulated using a controlled breathing apparatus or gas mixture.1.
Imaging is synchronized with CO₂ challenges to record changes in blood flow or oxygenation.2.

3. Data Analysis:

Quantitative measures of CVR are derived using computational models.1.
Results are typically represented as CVR maps showing areas of preserved, reduced, or absent2.
reactivity.

—

### Challenges and Considerations

1. Technical Challenges:

Motion artifacts and physiological noise can affect imaging quality.1.
Accurate CO₂ monitoring is crucial for reliable results.2.

2. Patient-Specific Factors:

Comorbidities like respiratory or cardiac conditions can influence CVR measurements.1.
Cooperation during the test can vary, particularly in pediatric or cognitively impaired2.
populations.

3. Interpretation:

CVR deficits need to be correlated with clinical findings for meaningful application.1.

—

### Future Directions

- Advanced Imaging Techniques: Combining CVR mapping with diffusion imaging or structural MRI
for more comprehensive assessments. - Artificial Intelligence: AI tools for automated CVR map
analysis and pattern recognition. - Dynamic Studies: Incorporating real-time monitoring of
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cerebrovascular responses in clinical and research settings.

Cerebrovascular Reactivity Mapping holds promise in advancing personalized medicine, improving
diagnostic accuracy, and guiding therapeutic interventions for cerebrovascular disorders.

Prospective observational diagnostic studies

Hemodynamic measurements such as cerebral blood flow (CBF) and cerebrovascular reactivity (CVR)
can provide useful information for diagnosing and characterizing brain tumors. Previous work showed
that arterial spin labeling (ASL) in combination with vasoactive stimulation enabled simultaneous non-
invasive evaluation of both parameters, however, this approach had not been previously tested in
tumors. This work aimed to investigate the application of this technique, using a pseudo-continuous
ASL (PCASL) sequence combined with breath-holding at 3 T, to measure CBF and CVR in high-grade
gliomas and metastatic lesions, and to explore differences across tumoral- - peritumoral regions and
tumor types. To that end, 27 patients with brain tumors were studied. Baseline CBF and CVR were
measured in the tumor, edema, and gray matter (GM) volumes of interest (VOIs). Peritumoral
ipsilateral ring-shaped VOIs were also generated and mirrored to the contralateral hemisphere.
Differences in baseline CBF and CVR were evaluated between contralateral and ipsilateral GM,
contralateral and ipsilateral peritumoral rings, and among VOIs and tumor types. CBF in the tumor
was higher in grade 4 gliomas than metastases. In grade 4 gliomas, edema had lower CBF than the
tumor and contralateral GM. CVR values differed between grade 3 and grade 4 gliomas and between
grade 4 and metastases. CVR values in the tumor were lower compared to the contralateral GM.
Differences in CVR between contralateral and ipsilateral-ring VOIs were also found in grade 4 gliomas,
presumably suggesting tumor infiltration within the peritumoral tissue. A cut-off value for CVR of
27.9%-signal-change is suggested to differentiate between grade 3 and grade 4 gliomas (specificity =
83.3%, sensitivity = 70.6%). In conclusion, CBF and CVR mapping with ASL offered insights into the
perilesional environment that could help to detect infiltrative disease, particularly in grade 4 gliomas.
CVR emerged as a potential biomarker to differentiate between grade 3 and 4 gliomas 1)

This study presents an innovative approach to assessing hemodynamic parameters in brain tumors
and highlights the potential of CVR as a diagnostic biomarker. While promising, limitations in sample
size, patient variability, and lack of validation necessitate further research. With refinement and
validation, PCASL-based CVR mapping could become a valuable tool for non-invasive tumor
characterization, aiding in personalized treatment planning and prognosis.

1)

Calvo-Imirizaldu M, Solis-Barquero SM, Aramendía-Vidaurreta V, García de Eulate R, Domínguez P,
Vidorreta M, Echeveste JI, Argueta A, Cacho-Asenjo E, Martinez-Simon A, Bejarano B, Fernández-Seara
MA. Cerebrovascular Reactivity Mapping in Brain Tumors Based on a Breath-Hold Task Using Arterial
Spin Labeling. NMR Biomed. 2025 Mar;38(3):e5317. doi: 10.1002/nbm.5317. PMID: 39844376.
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