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Cerebellopontine angle tumor differential
diagnosis

Unmasking vestibular schwannoma: A series of unusual cases
Manifestation of a Vestibular Schwannoma in a Patient With PHACE Syndrome
Unusual fundus lesion in mosaic neurofibromatosis type 2
Hybrid nerve sheath tumor of the spinal canal and neurofibromatosis-2, where the twain shall
meet-a case report and review of literature
Surgical management of cerebellopontine angle teratomas with total and subtotal approach in
adults: A case report
Herpetic Meningoencephalitis Complicating the Resection of a Vestibular Schwannoma: A Case
Report
Cerebellopontine angle pilocytic astrocytoma in adults: A systematic review
Clinico-Radiological Manifestations of Cochlear Schwannomas

The differential diagnosis for cerebellopontine angle tumors includes various conditions that can
manifest with similar symptoms or imaging findings. Here are some of the potential differential
diagnoses:

Vestibular Schwannoma (Acoustic Neuroma): This is one of the most common tumors in the CPA. It
arises from the Schwann cells of the vestibulocochlear nerve. Symptoms may include hearing loss,
tinnitus, and imbalance.

Meningioma: A slow-growing tumor arising from the meninges, which are the layers of tissue covering
the brain and spinal cord. Meningiomas can occur at the CPA and may present with symptoms such as
hearing loss and imbalance.

Epidermoid Cyst: A slow-growing, benign tumor that forms from squamous epithelial cells. It can
mimic the symptoms of other CPA tumors and may cause facial weakness or hearing loss.

Cholesteatoma: An abnormal, non-cancerous skin growth in the middle ear that can extend into the
CPA. It may present with symptoms like hearing loss, ear drainage, and dizziness.

Metastatic Tumors: Tumors originating in other parts of the body may metastasize to the CPA. Breast
and lung cancers are among the primary sources of metastatic lesions in this area.

Hemangioma: A rare vascular tumor that can occur in the CPA. It may cause symptoms such as
hearing loss and tinnitus.

Facial Nerve Schwannoma: While less common than vestibular schwannomas, tumors of the facial
nerve can occur in the CPA and may cause facial weakness.

Lipoma: A rare, benign tumor composed of fat cells. In the CPA, lipomas can sometimes cause
symptoms similar to other tumors.

Accurate diagnosis often involves a combination of clinical evaluation, imaging studies (such as MRI
with contrast), and sometimes additional tests like audiometry or electrophysiological studies. A
neurologist, neurosurgeon, or an otolaryngologist (ENT specialist) is typically involved in the
evaluation and management of CPA tumors, considering the specific characteristics and clinical
presentation of the patient.
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Although the preponderance of cerebellopontine angle lesions are schwannomas, focused attention to
patient clinical history, imaging studies, and tissue biopsies when indicated will aid in detection of less
common lesions that might otherwise be misdiagnosed. This is most critical for pathologies that
dictate different management paradigms be undertaken 1).
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