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Cerebellopontine Angle Chordoma

see Posterior fossa Chordoma.

Intradural chordomas are rare and can arise anywhere in the posterior fossa. Lack of bony
involvement on computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging are indicative of this
pathology when there is also a lack of markers indicating the presence of more common
cerebellopontine angle tumors. Treatment goals should include gross total resection and possible
radiation therapy 1).

Chordomas in the skull usually arise from within the body of the clivus, reputedly from notochordal
remnants. The first case, which was diagnosed both with CT and MRI, had its origin from the petrous
bone, with extension into the left cerebellopontine angle. Chordoma was not considered high on the
list of differential diagnoses. A right pontine hemorrhage, which was evacuated surgically, was
diagnosed in the second case both from its clinical appearance and from that on CT scan. Only when
bone windowing technique was used with CT was a lytic lesion of the right petrous bone evident.
Chordoma was only diagnosed on autopsy. In reviewing these two cases and the literature, it is
evident that chordoma must be considered in the differential diagnosis of erosive lesions of the
petrous bone 2).
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