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Numerous authors have reported cases of traumatic cerebellar contusion. A few authors have
emphasized delayed deteriorations in patients with cerebellar contusion. Since CT scan was
introduced into daily clinical practice, it has become obvious that cerebellar contusion were not
necessarily associated with severe head injuries. Of 1176 head-injured cases admitted to our
department in the past five years, eight (0.7%) were diagnosed by CT scans to have cerebellar
contusion. Among eight cases, two of them were deeply comatose on admission because they had
concomitant diffuse cerebral contusions and died soon after admission. Remaining six cases had
predominantly cerebellar contusion on CT scans and showed minimal neurological deficits on
admission. Most of them recovered without any significant disabilities. But two of them deteriorated
several hours after injury, showing brain-stem compression for which emergency posterior fossa
decompression were carried out without recovery. One of them underwent external decompression
which resulted in intracerebellar massive hemorrhage and the other missed the timing of surgery. In
conclusion, it is important to prepare for unexpectedly rapid deterioration, for which wide craniectomy
and sufficient internal decompression would be required 1).
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