2025/06/25 14:13 1/1 CD44

CD44

The CD44 antigen is a cell-surface glycoprotein involved in cell-cell interactions, cell adhesion and
migration. In humans, the CD44 antigen is encoded by the CD44 gene on Chromosome 11.

CD44 has been referred to as HCAM (homing cell adhesion molecule), Pgp-1 (phagocytic
glycoprotein-1), Hermes antigen, lymphocyte homing receptor, ECM-III, and HUTCH-1.

Ten hemangioblastomas were investigated immunohistochemically. CD44, a mesenchymal stem cell
marker, was detected in stromal cells of all cases, suggesting that stromal cells have mesenchymal
stem cell-like properties. Neither CD31 nor a-SMA was expressed in stromal cells, suggesting that
stromal cells have not acquired differentiated vascular cell properties. Both ephrin-B2 and EphB4,
immature vascular cell markers, were detected in stromal cells of all cases. Jaggedl, Notchl, and
Hesr2/Hey2, which are known to be detected in both immature endothelial cells and mural cells, were
expressed in stromal cells of all cases. Notch3, which is known to be detected in differentiating mural
cells, was also expressed in all cases. These results suggest that stromal cells also have vascular
progenitor cell properties. In conclusion, stromal cells of hemangioblastomas exhibit mesenchymal
stem cell-derived vascular progenitor cell properties *.

The study of Moldovan et al. is the first one to report a statistically significant difference between the
expression of CD44 in primary and relapsed invasive pituitary neuroendocrine tumors and it could be
used as a negative impact prognostic marker
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