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Carmustine wafer complications

A study showed that VO during surgery with BCNU wafer implantation might not influence the
occurrence of postoperative AEs. If VO happens, BCNU wafer implantation can be performed safely
with accurate closing of the ventricle ”

Implantation of carmustine wafers has been associated with increased operative site complications in
some series, but post-operative haematoma is not routinely reported.

A retrospective audit of surgical site haematoma after tumour resection and insertion of carmustine
wafers in two neurosurgical units in the UK (University Hospital of North Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trent,
March 2003 - July 2012; Wessex Neurological Centre, Southampton, October 2005 - January 2013) in
181 operations of 177 patients showed 8 (4.4%) patients. All presented in a delayed fashion on or
after Day 2 post-operatively. In contrast, acute operative site haematoma was present in 4/491
(0.81%) of patients who underwent resection without gliadel wafer insertion.

In contrast to the expected timing of bleeding following intracranial tumour resection, all carmustine
wafer patients who experienced haemorrhage presented in a delayed fashion on or after Day 2 post-
operatively. The causative factors for universally delayed post-operative haematoma after carmustine
wafer insertion are unclear and further studies are required to characterize this phenomenon 2.

Case reports

Nakase et al. report a case of a 56-year-old woman admitted to the hospital for status epilepticus.
Three months before hospitalization, the patient underwent gross total removal of a glioblastoma with
BCNU wafer implantation in the left parietal lobe. The cavity was subsequently lined with five BCNU
wafers. After admission, magnetic resonance imaging(MRI)showed cyst formation accompanied by
strong edema, with no recurrence of glioblastoma. She was initially administered antiepileptic drugs
and glycerol with betamethasone, after which her seizures stopped but recurred one month later due
to a decrease in betamethasone. The BCNU wafers were removed four months after the initial
surgery, after which the seizures completely stopped. Histopathological examination of the cavity
indicated the presence of inflamed tissue and no recurrence of glioblastoma. Neurosurgeons should
be aware of the possibility of cyst formation after BCNU wafer implantation for malignant gliomas. In
this manuscript, we provide a case presentation and a review of the literature ?.
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