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Capillary

The capillary bed of the brain is comprised of a dense network of intercommunicating vessels that
consist of specialized endothelial cells and no smooth muscle 1).

The total length of capillaries in the human brain is ~400 miles 2).

It is the primary site of oxygen and nutrient exchange, which in turn is dependent on the path length
and transit time of red blood cells. In the brain, all capillaries are perfused with blood at all times 3).
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