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On 15th October 1744, the French surgeon Claude-Nicolas Le Cat (1700-1768) introduced a specially
invented canula into the lateral ventricle of a newborn boy with hydrocephalus. The canula was used
as a tap and was left in place for 5 days, until the death of the child. This procedure should be seen as
the first documented description of a device for repeated ventricular taps in the treatment of
hydrocephalus 1).
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