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Brain metastases recurrence treatment

Management of brain metastases after radiosurgery failure depends on patient treatment history but
often radiation options have been exhausted early. Traditional craniotomy remains an option for
single lesion failures if the lesion is surgically accessible, surgery can be performed with minimal
morbidity, and the patient remains with good functional status. For patients who have a single
surgically difficult to access lesion or who have one of many lesions that may be symptomatic enough
to prevent ongoing systemic cancer treatment, few options exist. Use of chemotherapy for tumor
regrowth has limited success and use of immunotherapy for tumor regrowth is often complicated by
the need for steroid management of symptoms. Bevacizumab and surgical resection have been
shown to be effective in the treatment of radiation necrosis lesions but practically bevacizumab is
often difficult to obtain due to restrictions related to FDA approval and insurance reimbursement and
often lesions are deep and surgically less accessible 1) 2) 3).

see Magnetic resonance guided laser induced thermal therapy for brain metastases recurrence.
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