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Since 2018, a neurosurgery delegation has been actively engaged and consistently present at the
World Health Assembly. Recognizing the growing impact of neurosurgical diseases, the neurosurgery
delegation participated in the 76th World Health Assembly in May 2023, advocating for timely, safe,
and affordable global neurosurgical care. The delegation focused on forging new collaborations,
strengthening the World Health Organization-World Federation of Neurosurgical Societies official
relations, and actively supporting resolutions that impact the neurosurgical patient. However, there is
a long advocacy journey ahead to address unmet neurosurgical needs. Patient-centered advocacy is
an inherent task of our profession and the essence of the Global Neurosurgery Bogota Declaration of
2016. The highlight of the 76th World Health Assembly was the adoption of the first neurosurgery-
driven resolution calling for micronutrient fortification to prevent spina bifida and other micronutrient
deficiencies. For the last four years, the Global Alliance for Prevention of Spina Bifida, a group
spearheaded by neurosurgeons, advocated for spina bifida prevention. This Alliance collaborated with
many stakeholders, notably, the Colombian government to promote the resolution: “Accelerating
efforts for preventing micronutrient deficiencies and their consequences, including spina bifida and
other neural tube defects, through safe and effective food fortification.” This is a proud milestone for
the neurosurgical profession. There are many strategies available for neurosurgeons, when working
together with elected leaders, other stakeholders, and allied professionals, to implement initiatives
that can prevent future cases of spina bifida and other neurological disorders and reduce the burden
of neurosurgical disease 1)
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