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1954-1956

The WFNS was founded in 1955.

The earliest descriptions of the technique have always been attributed to Ralph Bingham Cloward,
George W. Smith, and Robinson. However, in the French literature, this procedure was also described
by others during the exact same time period (in the 1950s). At a meeting in Paris in 1955, Belgians
Albert Dereymaeker and Joseph Cyriel Mulier, a neurosurgeon and an orthopedic surgeon,
respectively, described the technique that involved an anterior cervical discectomy and the
placement of an cortical iliac crest autograft in the intervertebral disc space. In 1956, a summary of
their oral presentation was published, and a subsequent paper-an illustrated description of the
technique and the details of a larger case series with a 3.5-year follow-up period-followed in 1958.
The list of authors who first described ACDF should be completed by adding Dereymaeker's and
Mulier's names. They made an important contribution to the practice of spinal surgery that was not
generally known because they published in French 1).

William Beecher Scoville wrote an extensive letter to the officers of the neurosurgical societies in
Europe and America and to outstanding leaders in neurosurgery, explaining the actual situation. As a
great majority of the answers to his letter were positive, William Scoville arranged for a meeting of
senior European neurosurgeons and representatives of 17 national neurosurgical societies, which was
held in Brussels on September 4 and 5, 1955.

After ample discussions and deliberations, it was decided to institute “an international organization
composed of and controlled by the component neurosurgical societies”. Thus the birth of the World
Federation of Neurosurgical Societies had taken place although the baby had not yet received its
official name.

It was officially baptized somewhat later when the Constitution had been drafted and ratified at the
executive session during the International Congress of Neurological Sciences in Brussels on the
historical date of Saturday, July 20, 1957.

Heinrich Quincke in 1897 reported the first cases of IIH shortly after he introduced the lumbar
puncture into medicine. It was named pseudotumor cerebri in 1904 but was not well delineated
clinically until the 1940's when cerebral angiography was added to pneumoencephalography to
identify cases of cerebral mass lesions. Foley coined the term benign intracranial hypertension in
1955 but reports from the 1980's demonstrated a high incidence of visual loss 2) 3) and the term
“benign” is no longer appropriate

Gliosarcoma was first reported by Strobe in 1895 but did not gain wide acceptance until 1955 when
Feigin and Gross described, in detail, three patients with this malignancy 4) 5).
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The first classification system of trigeminal schwannomas was proposed by Jefferson 6) in 1955 who
categorized TSs into three different types:

Type A, which described tumors originating from the Gasserian ganglion in the middle cranial fossa.
see Middle fossa trigeminal schwannoma

Type B, which is comprised of tumors originating from the roots of the trigeminal nerve in the
posterior fossa; and finally, Type C, or the so-called “hour-glass” tumors, which occupy both the
middle and posterior fossae.

Some authors have added a fourth classification, Type D, tumors with extracranial extension 7) 8) 9).
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