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Heinrich Quincke in 1897 reported the first cases of Idiopathic intracranial hypertension (IIH) shortly
after he introduced the lumbar puncture into medicine. It was named pseudotumor cerebri in 1904
but was not well delineated clinically until the 1940's when cerebral angiography was added to
pneumoencephalography to identify cases of cerebral mass lesions. Foley coined the term benign
intracranial hypertension in 1955 but reports from the 1980's demonstrated a high incidence of visual
loss 1) 2) and the term “benign” is no longer appropriate

Parsonage-Turner Syndrome is named after Maurice Parsonage and John Turner and published in The
Lancet in 1948 by Parsonage and Turner 3). The condition, subsequently coined Parsonage-Turner
Syndrome, had been previously described in the literature as far back as 1897 with many similar
clinical presentations of the syndrome reported prior to the extensive study of the syndrome by
Parsonage and Turner.
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